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to settle affairs with Runjeet Singh, the Sikh chief, who wished to subdue and annex to his dominions, the petty Sikh states lying to the south of the Sutlege; which, for a series of years, had been dependent on the empire of Delhi. These states claimed the protection of the British Government,, which they received ; 'hence they are called the " Protected Sikh States/' Two expeditions were sent beyond sea to the Mauritius and to Java. (71) It was unfortunate that circumstances did prevent protection being afforded to Bhopal till a later period: for the services rendered by that state to General Goddard in 1778, were of paramount importance.
ee Vizier Mahomed was at once an object of terror and of calumny at the * Mahrattah courts, particularly at those of Nagpoor and Gwalior. Their efforts to destroy him, had driven him to have recourse to every means for the preservation of himself, and his country; but, forgetting that they were the real authors of the condition in which he was placed, they represented him as a willing associate of the Pindarries, the patron of plunderers ; and the chief enemy to the restoration of peace in Central India. His being viewed in this light,
(71) The Goorkhas had, shortly after Lord Minto arrived in India, attacked the Police Thannahs on our frontier, in the Teraee: and satisfaction being refused, his Lordship was compelled, by the above circumstances, to leave to the Earl of Moira, a Nipal War.
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